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Jul 14, 1947
NDP councillor Pam McConnell and her husband James, closed on Unit 808 in One Cole St – a 1,200-square-foot 
two-bedroom. Three members of the board and Derek Ballantyne, the now departed CEO of TCHC, bought units.

Currently many of the condos in the development are going for resale at up to 20% higher than the original purchase price.

March 24, 2012

Suite deal in Regent Park

Remaining Redevelopment of Regent Park Now at Risk

January 16, 2017

My first home was at Oak St. I moved to another apartment in the same street and I s�ll live there.

I a�ended Duke of York School

I was born 

Duke of York School was demolished

I am now a�ending a French Immersion School
My close friend move out frome her place. She may not come back. 

Her house was 
demolished

And it will become a Catholic School

“I don’t talk to 
my neighbors much 

as my 
mom does.”

“My school was 
demolished, and
will become a 

Catholic School ”

       I am Samira and I am 14 years-old.

    I’ve lived in Regent Park since I was born.

  This is my part of my experience of 
    displacement and social - mixing since 
       the Revitalization started 

“I don’t see 
[my current apartment] 
as home, it is just a place 
to live as long as I am 
with my family”

“I don’t remember 
much of my childhood, 

maybe if nothing 
had changed 

I would remember 
more”

“The new building 
is prac�cally done, 
but I don’t think 
they ‘re gonna ask us
 to move back”  “My close friend 

s�ll lives in Regent Park, 
but  is far from 
where I live”  

“I watched all the 
movies during summer 

in the 
Regent Park Fes�val,

 I really like it”  

“The buildings are ok, 
I don’t pay much 

a�en�on to 
the design.”  “I remembers someone

wan�ng to move out, 
so she stayed un�l 

she was the only one 
le� in the building”  

“I’m pre�y sure 
they’re demolishing all the 

buildings because [they] 
need the  money, without

 focusing on what 
they’re actually doing.” 
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“Organiza�onal networks, family networks – when you put them 
back, are they going to be exactly the same? No. But you have to 
work with them so when they go back everything can be
as close to before as possible.”

‘Right of return policy’ – every former tenant was given a contract which guarantees that, once
the new TCHC buildings are completed, they can return to the same sizes of unit they had
vacated, with rent calculated the same way. 

“Some have chosen not to suffer yet another move, and have stayed in their new
neighbourhoods.”

“The prospect of losing friends and family as neighbours caused concern about whether 
they would s�ll be able to have fun and feel like they belong in Regent Park.”
 

The mixed-income approach to revitaliza�on being undertaken in RP is part of 
a global trend for addressing ‘problem’ public housing projects or council estates.

Regent Park’s future is premised on redevelopment and social mix.
Social mix is assumed to result in improved socio-economic outcomes for low-income residents
through: sharing of informa�on and resources between people of different socio-economic
status; a stronger sense of social control through greater accountability among community
members; posi�ve behaviour change through role modelling and mentorship between people of
different socio-economic status; and higher quality local services and infrastructure through
stronger collec�ve efficacy.

Toronto Community Housing. (2007). Regent Park Social Development Plan: Execu�ve Summary
“Regent Park is being rebuilt as a diverse, mixed-income community in an open and integrated neighbourhood.”
“The redevelopment of Regent Park is a priority for the people who live and work there, but it
also reflects a widespread commitment to ‘city building’ and the growth of healthy, sustainable
communi�es across Toronto.”

“Mixed-income communi�es are more successful when social inclusion is supported by physical
design features that encourage social mixing.”

989 RGI units had been completed
798 had been occupied
191 were in the process of being occupied 
 225 RGI units were under construc�on.

2018 
Phase 2 completed

Developer selected for Phases 4 and 5

2021
 Phase 3 completed (es�mated) 2005

Revitalization Starts

 1995
Tenants approach Toronto 

Community Housing about Revitaliza�on

2003
City Council approves 

the Revitaliza�on 

2006
TCHD selects Daniels as 

development partner for Phase 1

2007
City Council passes Social Development 

Plan, developed with residents

2009
Phase 2 construc�on begins

2012
Phase 1 completed

2014
Phase 3 construc�on begins

What's it like growing up in Regent Park? Ask them
Trevlyn Kennedy,19, le�, Ashley Fraser,17, centre, and Mustafa 
Ahmed, right.I think the revitaliza�on was what threw it off for 
                                me because it becomes open and – I don't 
                                 want to put it in a way where outsiders 
                                  weren't allowed to come in –  but you could 
                                  just tell the outsiders or not [before]; you 
                               could tell if there was a threat or something. 
                             I felt more secure when the revi�liza�on was 
not happening. It became an unfamiliar ground to work around.

Vaughan (2009)

“There is poor evidence base for the widespread policy assump�on that gentrifica�on 
will help increase the social mix, foster social mixing and thereby increase the social 
capital and social cohesion of inner city communi�es.”

Lees, Lore�a. (2004) August (2014) Hayes (2016) Brail and Kumar (2017)

City of Toronto secured the Ontario Municipal Board’s permission to spend the 
first 2 million on the Regent Park Housing Project. 

Green Light for Regent Park

 Sep 4, 1957

First Families Move To New Regent Park

1946-47

Chosen as the site 
   of Canada’s 
    first large-scale 
   venture in 
urban rehabitaliza�on.

Regent Park Residents Ponder Future: Subsidized 
Housing Units to Replace 60-Year-Old Toronto Slums

Hopes Rise for Rehabitalita�on of the Regent Park Area

Apr 8, 2005

This �me, let's get it right at Regent Park
“The project to revitalize the decaying neighbourhood could well 
become a showcase of the 21st century's best architectural 
ideas and urban visions. Seeing that the architects and planners 
actually get it right this �me will require close a�en�on by us all, 
zero tolerance of any architectural proposals that are bland, 
mediocre or rou�ne, and a pit bull-like clamp on the leg of TCHC 
un�l the agency completes in Regent Park one of the most vibrant 
new residen�al communi�es in the world.”

It started with best of inten�ons a�er Second 
  World War - a community here Toronto’s 
     not-so-well-off could live a life without 
      having to worry about devious slumlords.
      But the public housing project went off the 
     rails almost the moment it was completed. 

 Rebirth of Regent Park under way.

Can mix subsidized and market’rate housing work?

What defines a neighborhood - people, 
  streets, a coffee shop, a grocery store, 
   a bank branch, even a swimming 
    pool - is coming into view at Regent Park. 
   Construc�on ac�vity now marks the first 
  phase of a long-term renewal of the 
aging low-income housing projects. 

Regent Park Revitaliza�on Socially Progressive or Trojan Horse?: 
Moving people around like pawns
Ms. Ahmed is looking forward to going back. While many
  Torontonians consider Regent Park, in this former state, 
    to be a horror of crime and drugs, for many it is home, 
       with a sense of community ‘enough so that 97% of 
       displaced tenants have indicated they want to return. 
      ´Where I am now, I dont know anybody. Where I was, 
    my community surrounded me,´said Ms. Ahmed, a 
  32-year-old Somali immigrant. “It has caused a lot of 
stress, and people are depressed and need counselling” 

Families set to move into new Regent Park in April

About 390 families who were relocated to 
   nearby housing will have the op�on to 
    take up residence in any 500 units that 
     will be ready by spring.

The Loganathans move back to a new Regent Park
The Loganathan family's urban odyssey began almost four years 
ago, when they moved out of one cockroach-infested building 

and into another that was even worse. Yesterday, the 
Loganathans' journey came to a happy ending when 

they became the first family to move into the grandest 
experiment in the history of Canadian social housing - 

the $1-billion redevelopment of Regent Park.
    

Regent Park welcomes its first grocery store

October 16, 2010

The opening of a new grocery store 
  might not be a big deal in wealthy 
   neighbourhoods, but for residents
  in Regent Park it has been years 
in the making.

Residents of Toronto’s Regent Park called reporters to their 
neighbourhood Monday morning to give out free coffee and 
praise the neighbourhood’s $1-billion, 15-year revitaliza�on —
but at least two residents at the news conference ques�oned 
the redevelopment effort.

         Regent Park revitaliza�on draws mixed 
reac�ons from residents

Movin' on up in Regent Park
The social engineers and their media cheerleaders were 
posi�vely tripping over each other in early 2005 to describe the 
daring new vision to raze and rebuild the socially isolated 
Regent Park into a mixed-income, mixed-use community. The 
poor would be “fully integrated into the fabric” of the 
surrounding.

   TCHC residents feel like the were 'duped' 
in Regent Park redevelopment

They were led to believe by Toronto Community Housing 
Corpora�on (TCHC) officials that they’d have every right to 
return to an affordable unit in the newly revitalized Regent Park.

              Regent Park revitaliza�on: Has it created 
an “us versus them” dynamic?
Our research strongly suggests that the ambi�ous program to 
rebuild Regent Park with an influx of higher-income newcomers 
has had unintended and even nega�ve effects on community 
networks and, consequently, on crime and violence in the 
neighbourhood. 

"It is unfortunate that the Toronto Sun is a�emp�ng to discredit 
a public/private partnership celebrated around the world as the 
model by which challenged urban neighbourhoods can be 
re-imagined and re-created. Most importantly, it is a shame that 
the historic work and incredible accomplishments of local 
residents who have worked �relessly since 1995 to transform 
their community are being undermined.

     The Daniels Corpora�on responds to inaccurate 
allega�ons regarding the Regent Park Revitaliza�on.

The focus of the fuss over the Regent Park revitaliza�on is that 
Councillor Pam McConnell snagged one of the prime, 1,200-
square foot condos for $400,000-plus, while many former 
residents were moved out with the assurance that they could 
return -- a promise that was reneged on.

Canada's Largest Social Housing Project Favours the Rich?

Single mom refuses to leave Regent Park building 
slated for demoli�on

Candice McGowan is the last person le� in a Toronto 
     Community Housing building that she refuses to 
       move out of un�l she has somewhere else to go. 
       She’s wai�ng for the TCHC to find her a new 
       home. The building a was supposed to be 
  prepared to be demolished Monday. But 

“...many people are quite happy with the redevelopment so far. 
But sa�sfac�on with the project is by no means unanimous.”

"Happy But Not Happy" in Regent Park

“Right now, Amal Ahmed can walk to her classes at 
    Ryerson University or to her baby daughter’s 
      doctor appointments. Her mother a�ends a 
      women’s group at the health centre down the 
    street, and she can rely on her long�me 
 neighbours in Regent Park.” 

Regent Park residents feel happier and safer with new homes.
More than 90 per cent of those surveyed said their 
     home is now a good place to live, up from just 
      over 70 per cent in the period before they 
       moved.Over all, the 59 people interviewed for 
      the study reported remarkably high levels of 
  sa�sfac�on with the new homes. 

contractors have been moved to another building because 
McGowan, concerned she has nowhere else to go, refuses to leave.

Regent Park residents find reloca�on unfair

Preserving Regent Park’s history amid revitaliza�on
When the machines ripped apart the rowhouses of 
   44 Wya� Walk, the walls told the stories of former 
     residents. “Love this house,” wrote a young girl 
    on the pink wall of her old bedroom. “May God 
  Bless us all in our new home,” her mother added.

Once notorious for bedbugs and crime, the Regent 
    Park social housing development has been 
     transformed with a $1bn revitalisa�on – and more 
     than a few luxury apartments. But has it managed 
   to avoid social cleansing?

           Inside Regent Park: Toronto's test case for 
public-private gentrifica�on

                 In Toronto, a Neighborhood in Despair 
Transforms Into a Model of Inclusion

 Her face framed by a yellow hijab, Idil Hassan 
    watched her young daughter splash with other 
      children at the Regent Park Aqua�c Center, an 
     architectural jewel of glass, wood and chlorine in
   the middle of Canada’s largest housing project.

5 ways Regent Park’s revitaliza�on is a game-changer
1. Awesome ameni�es. 
2. Unlocked grid. 
3. Commercial comeback. 
4. Housing mix. 
5. Full integra�on

Regent Park revitaliza�on $107 million in the hole

The $107-million city bailout required to finish Phase 3 is only the 
start with another $182-million funding shor�all predicted (on a 
preliminary basis) for Phases 4 and 5. The costs for the outstanding 
Phase 3 units range from $294,853 to $301,049 per unit. 

Remaining Redevelopment of Regent Park Now at Risk
The city of Toronto's looking for contribu�ons from 
    the federal and provincial governments to help pay 
     for the third phase of this massive redevelopment 
     project. According to the Star, the city is $108 
   million short.

     Decision quietly made by Toronto Community Housing 
sparks concern in Regent Park
TCH acknowledges it should have told residents sooner new 
developers could be moving in.It's been nearly five years since the 
public housing agency's board of directors scrapped an exis�ng 
contract with the Daniels Corpora�on, opening up the final two 
phases of construc�on to new developers. But residents say they 
only learned about the move in the last three weeks 

“The redevelopment has served as a template for 
 other revitaliza�on projects in public housing
   neighbourhoods across Toronto.”

    Latest piece of Regent Park redevelopment is star�ng to rise

“Sureya Ibrahim stands on an icy sidewalk in    
Regent Park and surveys a neighbourhood she     

fears is headed toward an uncertain future.”   

       Regent Park residents say they can’t 
access their neighbourhood pool. 
City data backs them up.

Demoli�on of Regent Park buildings ‘brings a lot of memories back

Regent Park community reflects and regroups as final      
                                              chapter of rebuild begins

Elsa Keklu spent a lot of �me at one of the 
   Regent Park buildings when her kids were younger.

    

Hume Paintbox condo brings colour to Regent Park  

Aug. 10, 2012

The neighbourhood was isolated and always felt disconnected from things. The shared spaces of the commons 
were better suited to drug dealing than children playing. 

Despite the good intentions, Regent Park was an enclave on the way to becoming a ghetto.

Former integrity commissioner gave blessing to condo 
purchases by TCHC executives

Raise of “some very real questions” about “the governance and structure of these purchases, including any 
possibility of a conflict of interest.”

March 28, 2012

City councillor Pam McConnell says she is the victim of a smear. On Sunday, the Toronto Sun published a
 front-page story on the Regent Park housing redevelopment. Ms. McConnell featured prominently.

March 28, 2012

Nothing shady about Pam McConnell's Regent Park condo purchase

TCHC may move family facing eviction from building slated for demolition

October 6, 2014

A temporary relocation is being discussed for a single mother and her two teenage children, the last family 
living in a 14-storey Regent Park building that was originally slated for demolition Monday.

The Toronto Community Housing Corporation has been trying to evict Candice McGowan, 36, for 19 months, 
because of allegations she had “multiple loaded guns in her unit.”

Regent Park's new park destined for success: Hume

June 23, 2014

 

When Regent Park, Canada’s largest social housing complex, took shape in the late 1940s and early ’50s, it 
was conceived as a neighbourhood in a park. Now it is a neighbourhood with a park.

Unlike the original park, this one is a specific place, clearly defined and obviously public. It has edges that 
delineate it from the private spaces on every side.

Regent Park residents happier in new units

Feb. 19, 2014

People who have moved from older units into newly built Regent Park buildings feel safer, are more proud of their
 homes and are less likely to be mildly depressed, according to a study from St. Michael’s Hospital and McMaster University.

June 7, 2016

The first retirement residences to the reborn neighbourhood, 332 of them in 12 storeys.

New Retirement Residence Breaks Ground in Regent Park

The city of Toronto's looking for contributions from the federal and provincial 
governments to help pay for the third phase of this massive redevelopment project. 

According to the Star, the city is $108 million short.

Documentary looks at Regent Park 
community’s response to revitalization.

Nov.16, 2017

“When the revitalization of Toronto's Regent Park neighbourhood was first announced in 2003, 
the response from the community was mixed. The new documentary My Piece of the City

 looks at reactions from the neighbourhood's young artists. One of those comes from Jael Cabey 
Jones, who in the film weighs in on the visible erasure of her community with this:"I feel like they 

stomped all over Regent Park and said basically, your history is not good enough for us to want to keep."

Farewell Oak Street
This documentary presents a before-and-a�er
      picture of people in a large-scale public housing 
       project in Toronto. Due to a housing shortage, 
      they were forced to live in squalid, dingy flats and 
   ramshackle dwellings on a crowded street in Regent 
Park North; now they have access to new, modern 

1953

housing developments designed to offer them privacy, light and space.

 Return to Regent Park
1994

A compassionate and bold documentary that      
     brings us to the heart of the Regent Park Community 
     Health Centre’s social   centre’s staff members — 
     former and current drug users and sex workers — 
it   tells a complex story of resilience and the work 
  that goes into making change.

The Stairs: Tales from Regent Park.
2017

Remarkable young ar�sts in 
   Toronto's Regent Park 
     navigate their community 
    as it undergoes one of the most 
 drama�c urban revitaliza�ons in 
North America.

2017
My Piece of the City

 Moving story of two boys from Regent Park 
   crossing into adulthood – their mothers and 
    mentors roo�ng for them to succeed; their 
   environment and social pressures temp�ng 
them to make poor choices. 

2009
Invisible City

Derek Ballantyne CEO, 2002-2009 Keiko Nakamura, Interim CEO & CEO 2009-2011 Gene Jones, CEO, 2012-2014 Greg Spearn, Interim CEO, 2014-2017 Kathy Milsom 2017-2019

Laughlin (2011)


